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The Prompter. 





— From the chearful Ways of Men 
Cut off, and for the Book of Knowledge fair 
Prefented with an univerial Blank 


Of Nature's Works, to me, 


expung’d, and raz‘ds 


And Wifdom, from (Re-entrance] quite fout out. 


MILTON. 





FRIDAY, JUNE 4. 1736. 





MMe HERE is a Set, and a 
FAG vety numerous one, of Per- 
fons, who have been good for 
Gy Ran fomething former!/y, tho’ they 
eee areofnomannerof Ufe at pre- 
S@ fent. [know a Perfon, who was 
an exceient Mathematician 
formerly, that zow does not 
WMS {0 much as know what a Line, 
or an Angle is. ‘There is a very ingenious Mufician 
of my Acquaintance, who could play all Corelli at 
Sight formerly, that can’t diftinguifh a Jig, from 
one of Handell’s Airs. One can hardly go intoany 
mixed Company, but one will find the one half 
compofed of this kind of Creature: mention any 
Science, any Art, any Game, and they underftood 
it perfectly well former/y, they are fenfible of the 
Refpect that is paid to thofe that are good for fome- 
thing, and are refolved, fince it is out of their 
Power at prefent, to have been fo formerly, when 
no-body can contradict them. 
fin 





Nomus, who is good for no one earthly,“Was 
good for every thing formerly: He is older than the 
Company he keeps, and knew every thing that was 
to be known, before they were born. At the fame 
time, this Rafa Tabula, is humble in his former Per- 
fections, and is as well pleated, to be allowed to 
have play’d well at Cricket, or Bowls, formerly, as 
to have been Matter of Ariftotle, or Euclid.. ‘There 
is an old Fellow, who comes to a Coffee-houfe near 
my Lodgings, who aflumes very much to himielf, 
upon having been a fine Gentleman formerly: It 
would make one laugh, but that very Sight moves 
Compaffion, to hear this old Wretch, value himfelf 
upon the Whitenefs of his former Teeth, now that 
‘he has not a Stump left; andthe Beaury of his Legs, 
at the fame time that he walks upon Crutches. 


Amona the Fair Sex, there are Numbers, who 
have been good tor tomething formerly. 


Acantha, never danced former/y, without ~having 
been the Occation of tw@, or three Duels, every 
time fhemoved: 4? prejevt, \Acantha can't waddle 


acrofs a Room, without being fneer’d at. Mel:/2? 
was as famous formerly, for a fine Complexion, tho 
now, fhe has a Skin like an Ethiop. Didtinna, had 
the niceft Shape formerly, that, at prefext, has one 
of her Shoulders, two Inches higher than the other. 


Ir is obfervable of thefe fair Proficients of for- 
mer Vays, that thofe Qualifications which they really 
had, they very generoully give up: Thus Acantha, 
who was reckoned the beft Houfewife in her Pa- 
rifh, always buys a Yard of Silk more than the 
wants for a Gown, and is fo furprized at thofe whe 
can guefs to a Nail. Meliffz, who had no lefS Skill 
in the Shape of a Night-Cap, can’t cut the {malleft 
Pattern out: and Didinnua, whofe minced Pyes 
had been talked of rd Chriftmas for ten Years 
together, can’t ow tell the Tafte of one. 


Tue Paffionof having been Matter, or Miftrefs, 
of every Qualification, Art, or Science, that hap- 

ens to be mentioned in Difcourfe, has changed a 
great many Perfons of both Sexes, imto Chara¢ters, 
which, at other times, they take every Opportunity 
they can lay hold of, to ridicule. 


IT wave known one, who, at prefent, is little 


better than an 4theift, who was an excellent Di- ° 


vine formerly, merely becaufe it was mentioned in 
his Company : half an Hour after, in another Com- 
pany, he was as great an Atheift, formerly, as he 

ad been a Divine before, and for the fame Reafon. 


Teraminta, the other Day, told Lady Tattle, the ' 


Sung excellently well formerly, but could never 
abide Dancing. At Lady Gad’s, (which was the 
next Vifit fhe paid) fhe Danced formerly, as well as 
fhe had Sung, at Lady Tattle’s before ; and hated 
Singing, as much as the Minute before the had 
Dancing. | 


A Person that goes into Company with a pre- 
vious Knowledge of this odd Species of prefent 
Blanks, may make himfelf extremely merry. When I 
meet with any of them, I take an Opportunity of 
mentioning, one after another, every Art, and Sci- 
ence, 
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ence, thathave ever been in the Poffeffion of Man- 
kind, and am nota little pron, of being acquainted 
with Perfons, who have been {uch univerfal Connoif- 
feurs formerly. 1 can reckon in the {mall Circle 
of my ee-houfe Aéquaintafice, ten Quondam 
Raphaels, as many Phidias’s, five Archimedes’s, 
three Homers, and two Amphions, who have un- 
happily outlived their refpective Knowledge, and, 
at prefent, know nothing, either of Painting, Sculp- 
ture, Geometry, Poetry, or Mujick. 


Tue Writer of the following Letter, may be 
looked upon as the Head of this Sect of erafed 
Mortals. His Letter being on a ‘Subject never 
treated of before, and what gave rife to the fore- 
FO! Reflections, may not be unwelcome to my 

sedets tho’ I can’t help being a little angry with 
him, for having taken upon him the Name of fuch 
a venerable Perfon as Neftor. 


To Sir L1ONEL Broomstick Ki. 


§ IR, London, June the 1ft, 1736. 


. W Hen I was a Boy, my Mafter was wonder- 
¢ fully pteafed with my Parts, ard the Pro- 
© prefs I made in my Learning. I was foonat the 
. Fiead of his School, and was fent away, a5 ove, 
who cou’d Study nothing more than what he knew 
“ already. From thence, I took to Painting, | 
“made myfelf Mafter of that Science, in a very 
* little time; and there being fuch a Refemblance 
© between Painting, and Poetry, I thought a few 
* leifure Hours beftowed upon that, would make 
©“ me as good a Poet, as I was a Painter. By the 
© Help of my School Learning, I made a Shift to 
© read Ariftorle and Longinus, and profited fo much, 
© chat I could make Verfes, as faft as another could 
“ read them: In this Study, it was that I firft got 
€ a Notion of Harmony, upon which, I immedi- 
© ately bent all my Thoughts to Mufick : I took a 
“ Matter, but did not keep him long, being more 
“ able in a little Time, to teach him, than he was 
€ to teach me. Mufick put me in mind of Dawce- 
© ing, and, by an unwearied Application, I arrived 
. - the Honour of being conftantly fingled out 
* at a Ball. 


c 


© I HAD now attained to an Age, when one begins 
© to receive new Notions, and to take a different 
© Turn of Thinking. I could not fee a Woman, 
€ that I did not long to Addrefs myfelf to. I 
© ftudy’d Ovid’s Art of Love in Englifh, it being 
© fitted by it’s Tranflators, tothe Genius of our Na- 
tion. ‘There was not a Woman, from a Lady of 
* the firft Quality, to one of the laft, that could 
“ ftand before me. I became the Delight of their 
© Sex, and the Ezvy of my own. 


© In this pleafing Study, I confumed the greater 
© Part of my Fortune, and found it neceffary, in 
© order to repair the Breaches I had made in it, to 
© retire intotheCountry. I took along with me, a 


< good ftore of Books, and by reading them, became a 


_ great Statef/man, Logician, Mathematician, and 
Divine ; and, at my vacant Hours, made myfelf 


* Mafter of the Bowling-Green, and could beat 
© the Parfon at Backgammon. Bur in this latter 
Study, I confumed fo many Years, that I quite 
© forget all that I had ever /ear7d in my former. 


© I caME to Town lately, and have ftruck into 2 
very good Set of Acquaintance; I have told them 
all round the fame Story, that I now tell you > but 
MY PRESENT, being fo DIFFERENT from My 
FORMER SELF, I have the Misfortune not to be 
believed by any oneof them. You mutt remem- 
ber, (tho’ [ have forgot now, who he was, and in 
what Age he lived) the Story of the o/d Philofopher 
who, thro’ the Infirmiry of Age, growing too wealt 
to defend, refolved to remain convinced of the 
Truth of thofe Points, which in the Vigour of his 
Youth, and Maturity of his Waderftanding, he had 
fully proved. 


RnAaanneanananaeAekn 


‘ I pesrré to know, if I ought not to beallowed 
the fame Privilege of telling what I was, inttead 
of boafting what I am, in Imitation of a Name- 
fake of mine, very famous for fo doing, in a 
Poem [ was Maiter of formerly. 
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Iam, Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 


NEsTor. 


1 ruin this Gentleman’s Requeft, not only 
reafonable, but very modeft, if we confider his ex- 
traordinary and undoubted Merit. Every Body 
that has a Tafte for Antiques, will readily agree, 
that the more defaced an old Medal, Piece of Coin, 
Bufto, or Picture, is, the greater Proof of its Ge- 
nuinenefs in the Eye of the Purchafer. An Az- 
tique compleatly preferved, would fcarce pafs cur- 
rent with Connoiffeurs. It’s Merit lyes init’s prefent 
a That which would have made it litrle 
efteemed, had it been Original, is now it’s brighteft 
Perfection. The deftructive Tooth of Time, gives 
adventitious Merit in the Opinion of the Virtuofi, 
in Proportion, as it eats the real primary Merit 
away. 


Tuis Gentleman wou’d be one of the moft 
venerable Reliques of defaced Antiquity I ever met 
with, could he but bring any Proof of his having 
been what he defcribes himfelf. But as a true Adept 
in the Science of Cwriofities, might perhaps think, 
his obliterated Condition, the ftrongeft Proof he 
coud defire, I fhou’d therefore rather advife him, 
not to confine his meritorious Deficiencies, to the 
narrow Circle of a few Friends, or Acquaintance, 
but to prefent himfelf to the R—l S—c—ty, 
whofe Eyes are too piercing, to overlook any Ra- 
rity of fo ne ftupendous Excellence. 
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In our laft, inftead of away he throws the Foy, 
read, Toy. Inftead of Clycerium, read, Glycerium. 
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